
Original Adventist Beliefs

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES (by James White, 1874)

In presenting to the public this synopsis of our faith, we wish to make it
very clear that we have no articles of faith, creed, or discipline outside of
the Bible. We do not present this as having authority over our people, nor
is it designed to secure among them a uniformity, as a system of faith,
but is a brief statement of what they hold, and have held, with great
unanimity. We often find it necessary to answer questions on this subject
and sometimes to correct false statements circulated against us, and to
remove erroneous impressions they have gained from those who have
not had an opportunity to become acquainted with our faith and practice.
Our sole purpose is to meet this need.

With these comments, we solicit the reader's attention to the following
propositions which are intended to be a concise statement of the most
prominent features of our faith.

James White, Editorial, Signs of the Times, June 4, 1874, Vol. 1, No. 1;
The Living Witness, "Significant Articles From the Signs of the Times,"
Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1959, pp. 1, 2.

That there is one God, a personal, spiritual being, the Creator of all
things, omnipotent, omniscient, and eternal; infinite in wisdom, holiness,
justice, goodness, truth, and mercy; immutable and present everywhere
through his representative, the Holy Spirit. Ps. 139:7.

2. That there is a Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the eternal Father, by
whom all things were created and by whom all things subsist, who took
to himself the nature of Abraham's seed for the redemption of our race
every one; lived among men, full of grace and truth, lived our example,
died our sacrifice, was raised for our justification, ascended on high to be
our only mediator in the heavenly sanctuary, where through the merits of
his shed blood, he secures the forgiveness of the sins of all who
continually come to him; and as the final part of his work as priest, before
taking his throne as king, he will consummate the great atonement for
the sins of all, and their sins will then be blotted out (Acts 3: 19) and
removed from the sanctuary, as shown in the service of the Levitical
priesthood, which anticipates and prefigures the ministry of our Lord in
heaven. See Lev. 16; Heb. 8:4, 5; 9:6, 7.

3. That the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were given
by inspiration of God, contain a complete revelation of His will to man,



and are the only infallible rule of faith and practice.

4. That baptism is an ordinance of the Christian church, following faith
and repentance, an ordinance by which we commemorate the
resurrection of Christ, since by this act we show our faith in his death and
resurrection, and through it, in the resurrection of all the saints at the last
day; and that no other form more adequately represents these facts than
that which the Scriptures prescribe, namely, by immersion. Rom. 6:3-5;
Col. 2:12.

5. That the new birth comprises every change necessary to fit us for the
kingdom of God, and consists of two parts: First, a moral change brought
about by conversion and a Christian life (John 5:3); secondly, a physical
change at the second coming of Christ, where, if dead, we shall be
raised incorruptible, and if alive, we shall be changed to immortality in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye. Luke 20:36; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52.

6. That prophecy is a part of God's revelation to man; that it is included in
the Scripture which is profitable for instruction (2 Tim. 3:16); that it is
designed for us and our children (Deut. 29:29); that so far from being
shrouded in impenetrable mystery, it is that which especially constitutes
the word of God, a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path (Psa.
119:105; 2 Peter 1:19); that a blessing has been pronounced upon those
who study it (Rev. 1:1-3); and that, consequently, it should be
understood by God's people sufficiently to show them their position in the
history of the world and the special duties required at their hands.

7. That the history of the world from specific dates in the past, the rise
and fall of empires and the chronological succession of events up to the
establishment of the eternal kingdom of God, are outlined in numerous
great chains of prophecy; and that these prophecies are now fulfilled all
except the closing scenes.

8. That the doctrine of the conversion of the world and a temporal
millennium is a fable of these last days, calculated to lull men into a state
of carnal security, and cause them to be surprised by the great day of the
Lord as a thief in the night (1 Thess. 5:3); that the second coming of
Christ must precede, not follow, the millennium; for until the Lord
appears, the papal power, with all its abominations, will continue (2
Thess. 5:3). 5:3); that the second coming of Christ must precede, not
follow, the millennium; for until the Lord appears, the papal power, with
all its abominations, will continue (2 Thess. 2:8), the wheat and tares will
grow together (Matt. 13:29, 30, 39), and the wicked and seducers will



grow worse and worse, as the word of God declares. 2 Tim. 3:1, 13.

9. That the error of the Adventists in 1844 was in regard to the nature of
the event which should occur, not to the time; that no prophetic period is
given which reaches the second coming, but that the longest, the two
thousand and three hundred days of Dan. 8:14, ended in 1844, and led
up to an event called the cleansing of the sanctuary.

10. That the sanctuary of the new covenant is the tabernacle of God in
heaven, of which Paul speaks in Heb. 8 and onwards, and of which our
Lord, as the great high priest, is minister; that this sanctuary is the
antitype of the Mosaic tabernacle, and that the priestly work of our Lord,
with which it is connected, is the antitype of the work of the Jewish
priests of the former dispensation (Heb. 8:1-5, etc. ); that this, and not
the earth, is the sanctuary to be cleansed at the end of the two thousand
three hundred days, which is called its cleansing is in this case, as in the
type, simply the entrance of the high priest into the most holy place, to
finish the round of service with which it is connected, by making
atonement for and removing from the sanctuary the sins which have
been transferred to it by means of the ministration in the first apartment
(Lev. 16; Heb. 9:22, 23); and that this work in the antitype, beginning in
1844, consists effectively in blotting out the sins of believers (Acts 3:19),
and occupies a brief but indefinite space of time, at the conclusion of
which the work of mercy for the world will be finished and the second
coming of Christ will take place.

11. That the moral requirements of God are the same upon all men
under all dispensations; that these are summarily contained in the
commandments spoken by Jehovah at Sinah, engraved upon tables of
stone, and deposited in the ark, which was accordingly called the "ark of
the covenant" or testament (Num. 10:33; Heb. 9:4, etc. ): that this
immutable and perpetual law, being a transcript of the tables deposited
in the ark in the true sanctuary on high, which is also, for the same
reason, called the ark of the testament of God: for at the sound of the
last trumpet we are told that "the temple of God was opened in heaven,
and the ark of his testament was seen in his temple. Rev. 11:19.

12. That the fourth commandment of this law requires us to devote the
last day of every week, commonly called the Sabbath, to abstain from
our own labor, and to the performance of sacred and religious duties;
that this is the only Sabbath known in the Bible, being the day which was
set apart before the Parasoid was lost (Gen. 2:2, 3), and which is to be
observed in the restored Parasoid (Isa. 66:22, 23); that this is the only
Sabbath known in the Bible, being the day which was set apart before



the Parasoid was lost (Gen. 2:2, 3), and which will be observed in the
restored Parasoid (Isa. 66:22, 23); that the facts upon which the
institution of the Sabbath is based confine it to the last day, and are true
of no other day, and that the terms, Judo Saturday, as applied to the last
day, and Christian Saturday, as applied to the first day of the week, are
names of human invention, in fact unscriptural, and false in meaning.

13. That as the man of sin, the papacy, has planned to change the times
and the law (the law of God, Dan. 7:25), and has deceived almost all
Christendom in regard to the fourth commandment, we find a prophecy
of reformation in this respect to be carried out among believers just
before the coming of Christ. Isa. 56:1, 2; 1 Peter 1:5; Rev. 14:12, etc.

14. That as the natural or carnal heart is at enmity with God and his law,
this enmity can be removed only by a radical transformation of the
affections, the exchange of unholy principles for holy ones; that this
transformation follows repentance and faith, is the special work of the
Holy Spirit, and constitutes regeneration, or conversion.

15. That we have all violated the law of God, and cannot of ourselves
render obedience to its just requirements, we are dependent upon Christ,
first for justification of our past offenses, and secondly, for the grace by
which we may render acceptable obedience to his holy law in the future.

16. That the Spirit of God was promised to manifest Himself in the
church through certain gifts, enumerated especially in 1 Cor. 12 and Eph.
4, that these gifts are not designed to replace, or take the place of, the
Bible, which is sufficient to make us wise to salvation. 4, that these gifts
are not designed to replace, or take the place of, the Bible, which is
sufficient to make us wise unto salvation, nor can the Bible take the
place of the Holy Spirit; that, in specifying the various channels of its
operations, that the Spirit has simply made provision for his own
existence and presence with the people of God to the end of time to lead
to an understanding of that word which inspires, to convict of sin, and to
work a transformation in the heart and life, and that those who deny to
the Spirit his place and operation, clearly deny that part of the Bible
which assigns to him this work and position.

17. That God, in accordance with His uniform dealings with the race,
pronounces a proclamation of the approach of the second coming of
Christ, and that this work is symbolized by the three messages of
Revelation 14, the latter emphasizing the work of reformation in respect



to the law of God, that His people may acquire a thorough preparation for
that event.

18. That the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary (See proposition 10),
synchronized with the time of the proclamation of the third message
(Rev. 14:9, 10), is a time for investigative judgment, first with reference to
the dead, and secondly, at the end of probationary time, with reference
to the living, to determine which of the thousands now sleeping in the
dust of the earth are worthy of a part in the first resurrection, and which
of their living multitudes are worthy of translation, points to be
determined before the Lord appears.

19. That the grave, towards which we all tend, expressed by the Hebrew
word "sheol" and the Greek word "hades," is a place or condition, where
there is neither work, nor industry, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, Eccl.
9:10.

20. That the state to which we are reduced at death is one of silence,
inactivity, and complete unconsciousness. Ps. 146:4; Eccl. 9:5, 6; Dan.
12:2.

21. That out of this imprisonment of the grave, mankind will be raised by
a bodily resurrection, the righteous taking part in the first resurrection,
which takes place at the second coming of Christ; the imps, in the
second resurrection, which takes place a thousand years afterward.

22. That at the final trumpet, the living righteous will be changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and the righteous raised up will be
caught up to meet the Lord in the air, to be with the Lord forever. 1
Thess. 4:16, 17; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52.

23. That these immortals are then taken to heaven, to the New
Jerusalem, to the Father's house, in which are many mansions (John
14:1-3), where they reign with Christ a thousand years, judging the world
and the heavenly angels, that is, establishing the punishment to be
executed upon them at the end of the thousand years (Rev. 20:4; 1 Cor.
6:1-3), where they reign with Christ a thousand years, judging the world
and the heavenly angels, that is, establishing the punishment to be
executed upon them at the end of the thousand years (Rev. 20:4; 1 Cor.
6:4). 4; 1 Cor. 6:2, 3); that during this time the earth lies in a desolate,
chaotic condition (Jer. 4:23-27), as in the beginning, by the Greek term
"abussos" (bottomless pit, Gen. 1:2 of the Septuagint); and that there
Satans is confined during the thousand years (Rev. 20:1, 2), and there
finally destroyed (Rev. 20:10; Mal. 4:1); the theater of ruin which he has



wrought in the universe is appropriately made for a time his shadow
prison, and then the place of his final execution.

24. That at the end of the thousand years the Lord descends with his
people and the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2), the impossibly dead are
raised up and come to the surface of the earth not yet renewed, and are
renewed around the city, the camp of the saints (Rev. 20:9), and fire
descends from God out of heaven and devours them. They are then
consumed, root and branch (Mal. 4:1), becoming as if they had never
been (Abdas 15, 16). In this eternal perdition from the presence of the
Lord (2 Thess. 1:9), the imposters find "everlasting torment" threatened
against them (Matt. 25:46), which is eternal death. Rom. 6:23; Rev.
20:14, 15. This is the doom of evil men, the fire that consumes them is
the fire for which "the heavens which are now, and the earth, are . . .
kept," which will scorch the elements with its intensity, and purge the
earth of its deepest stains of the curse of sin. 2 Peter 3:7-12.

25. That new heavens and a new earth will arise by the power of God out
of the ashes of the former, and this renewed earth with the New
Jerusalem as its metropolis and capital will be the eternal inheritance of
the saints, the place where the righteous will dwell forever. 2 Peter 3:13;
Ps. 37, 11, 29; Matt. 5:5.

*NOTE: Fundamental Beliefs 14, 15 and 16 did not appear in this Signs
of the Times article by James White. There are 25 principles in this
article. The three omitted, which would make a total of 28, were
published by Uriah Smith in 1872, and the full 28 principles were also
published each year in the Seventh-day Adventist Yearbook from 1889-
1914. Because James White and Uriah Smith were co-editors of the
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald there was great unity between these
two Adventist pioneers. Both men were with this people from the
beginning, and both men suffered the Great Disappointment of 1844.
This publication of 25 Fundamental Principles by James White was the
first issue of the first edition of Signs of the Times. It is not known why
James White chose to omit these three principles. Uriah Smith's
publication of the Fundamental Principles was in pamphlet format. The
SDA Yearbooks were published in book format. Perhaps James White
reduced the principles to 25 for reasons of space in a monthly magazine
format. One can be assured that all Seventh-day Adventist pioneers
were in full harmony with the content of these three principles. (See
Preface by James White above.) The omitted principles 14, 15 and 16,
are included below.



14. That the followers of Christ are to be a peculiar people, not following
the dictates, nor conforming to the ways of the world; neither loving its
pleasures nor encouraging its extravagances, for as the apostle says,
"whosoever will be" in this sense, "a friend of the world, is made the
enemy of God" (James 4:4); and Christ says we cannot have two
masters, or at the same time serve God and mammon. Matt. 6:24.

15. That the Scriptures insist upon simplicity and modesty of dress as a
distinguishing mark of discipleship in those who profess to be followers
of him who was "humble and contrite in heart," that the wearing of gold,
pearls and costly array, or anything designed merely to adorn the person
and foster the pride of the natural heart, is to be discarded, according to
such Scriptures as 1 Tim. 2:9, 10; 1 Peter 3:3, 4.

16. That the means of support of the evangelical work among men
should be contributed out of love to God and love to souls, not generated
by church lotteries, or occasions designed to contribute to the festive and
indulgent inclinations of the sinner's appetite, such as fairs, festivals,
games or inappropriate social gatherings, etc., which are a disgrace to
the church, which are a disgrace to the professed church of Christ; that
the proportion of our income required in former dispensations cannot be
less under the gospel; that it is the same as that of Abraham (whose
children we are, if we are Christ's. Gl. 3:29) when he gave a tenth of all
(Heb. 7:1-4); the tithe is the Lord's (Lev. 27:30); and this tenth of our
income is also supplemented by offerings from those who are able, for
the support of the gospel. 2 Cor. 9:6; Mal. 3:8, 10.

HOW were these doctrinal principles established?

Many of our brethren do not understand how firmly the foundations of our
faith have been established. My husband, Pastor Jos Bates, Father
Pierce, Pastor [Hiram] Edson, and others who were discerning, noble,
and loyal, were among those who, after the date of 1844 had passed,
searched for the truth as one who seeks for hidden treasure. I met with
them, and we studied and prayed earnestly. We often stayed together
late into the night, and sometimes spent the whole night praying for light
and studying the Word. Time after time, these brethren would meet
together to study the Bible so that they might know its meaning and be
prepared to teach it with power. When they came to the point in their
study where they said, "We can do no more," the Spirit of the Lord would



descend upon me and I would be caught up in vision and given a clear
explanation of the passages we had been studying, with instructions as
to how we should work and teach effectively. Light was thus given to
help us understand the texts about Christ, His mission and His
priesthood. A sequence of truth extending from that time until we enter
the city of God was made clear to me, and I communicated to others the
instructions the Lord had given me. (Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 241)

My husband, Pastor Jos Bates, Bro. Pierce, Bro. Edson, an intelligent,
noble, and loyal man, and many others whose names I do not now
remember, were among those who, after the time [October 22] in 1844
had passed, were engaged in seeking the truth. These men gathered at
our important meetings to search for the truth as if it were a hidden
treasure.....

A line of truth extending from that time until the time of entering the city
of God, appeared clearly before me, and I gave to my brothers and
sisters the instruction which the Lord had given me. They knew that
when I was not in vision I could not understand these matters, and they
accepted as light from heaven the revelations I received. Thus were the
main points of our faith firmly established, as we hold them today
(Manuscript 135, November 4, 1903 (Every Day with God, p. 317).

WHEN were these doctrinal principles established?

The last fifty years, [this was written in 1905] have not impaired one jot or
one principle of our faith as we received it, with the great and wonderful
evidences which gave us assurance in 1844, after the date has passed.
The languishing souls must be strengthened and quickened by the Word
of God . . . Not one word has been changed or nullified. What the Holy
Spirit testified to be the truth after the date of the great disappointment
has passed, is the solid foundation of truth. The pillars of truth were
revealed and we accepted the fundamental principles that have made us
what we are: Seventh-day Adventists, those who keep the
commandments of God and have the faith of Jess. (Lift Up Your Eyes, p.
350)

The Spirit of Prophecy prophesies the Apostasy that will be seen in the
Adventist Church.

(These quotations cannot be broken and annulled, they must be fulfilled).



It is revealed to Sister White that the IASD will enter the Omega
Apostasy.

It will be amazing for many, the great majority of the brethren will fall into
it those who do not listen to this warning and it will follow shortly after the
alpha apostasy (that of pantheism with J. H. Kellogg of 1904).

Be not deceived, many will depart from the faith by giving heed to
deceiving spirits and doctrines of devils. We now have before us the
alpha of that danger. The omega will be of a most astounding nature.
(Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 231)

In the book Living Temple the alpha of deadly heresies is presented. The
omega will follow and be received by those who are unwilling to heed the
admonition God has given. (Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 233)

When he left Maine, it was to go through Vermont and Massachusetts to
bear testimony against those views. Living Temple contains the alpha of
those theories. He knew that the omega would follow soon after, and he
trembled for our people. Saba should warn our brethren and sisters not
to enter into controversy as to the presence and personality of God.
(Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 237)

It is revealed to him what the omega apostasy will consist of and how it
will change the Seventh-day Adventist religion.

The Adventist religion will be changed: specifically in renouncing the
fundamental principles or doctrines that are the pillars of our faith
established from 1854 to 1904 and will change the order or organization
of the IASD.

Will you allow this man to present doctrines that deny the past
experience of God's people? The time has come for decisive action. The
enemy of souls has sought to introduce the assumption that a great
reformation is to take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this
reformation will consist in giving up the doctrines that stand as the pillars
of our faith and that a process of reorganization is to begin. If this
reformation were to take place, what would result? The principles of truth
that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church will be
discarded. Our religion will be changed. The fundamental principles that
have sustained the work for the past fifty years will be considered error.
A new organization will be established. Books of a new orientation will be
written. A system of intellectual philosophy will be introduced. The
founders of that system will go to the cities and do marvelous work. Of



course, little regard would be given to the Sabbath and also to the God
who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new
movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but
having set God aside, they would resolve to depend on human power,
which is worthless without God. Their foundation will be built upon the
sand, and the storm and tempest will sweep away the structure.
(Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 238-239.

This was written in 1904, so the last 50 years referred to are from 1854
to 1904. The Fundamental Principles of that period will be considered as
error).

The time of the Omega apostasy and the strategy they will use is
revealed to Sister White:

The Apostasy of Adventism will come after the pioneers died and the
false teachers will use quotations from Sister White isolated from their
context:

The messages that God has given me have been communicated to his
people both through the spoken word and in written form. In this way my
work has been doubly assured. I have been instructed that the Lord, by
His infinite power, has preserved the right hand of His messenger for
more than half a century so that the truth may be written down as He
asks me to write it down for publication in newspapers and books.
Because if it is not written down, when the pioneers die, there will be
many newcomers to the faith who will sometimes accept as messages of
truth teachings full of erroneous opinions and dangerous deceptions.
Sometimes what men teach as "special light" is, in reality, a fallacious
error which, like the tares sown among the wheat, will produce a
disastrous harvest.
There are some who, in accepting erroneous theories, try to substantiate
them by extracting from my writings true statements which they use
separated from their context, and which have been perverted by mixing
them with error. Thus the seeds of heresy, which sprout and grow rapidly
into strong plants, are surrounded by many precious plants of truth, and
thus a mighty effort is made to defend the purity of the false plants.

So it was with the heresies presented in the book Living Temple. The
subtle errors of that book were wrapped in many beautiful truths. . .
(Every Day with God, p. 126)

The coming Apostasy (omega) will demolish and remove these



fundamental principles.

In a scene that passed before me, I saw a certain work done by the
medical missionaries. Our leading brethren were contemplating it,
observing what was being done, but they did not seem to understand it.
The foundation of our faith, which had been laid with so much prayer,
with such fervent searching of the Scriptures, was being demolished
pillar after pillar. Our faith was to be left without a foundation on which to
stand; the sanctuary was removed, the atonement was removed. . . . Is it
any wonder that I have something to say when I see the pillars of our
faith beginning to be removed? Seductive theories are taught, so that we
will not recognize them unless we have clear spiritual discernment
(Manuscript 46, May 18, 1904, "The Foundation of Our Faith," a sermon
given at Berrien Springs, Michigan, U.S.A.) (Lift Up Your Eyes, p. 150).

What influence is it that would induce men at this stage of our history to
proceed in an underhanded and powerful way to tear down the
foundation of our faith: the foundation that was laid in the beginning of
our work by study of the Word accompanied by prayer and by
revelation? On this foundation we have been building for the past fifty
years. Is it any wonder that when I see the beginning of a work that will
move some of the pillars of our faith, I have something to say? I must
obey the command, "Stand up to it! . . (Selected Messages, vol. 1, p.
242).

Which doctrines of these 28 fundamental principles will be changed?

a) The doctrine concerning Christ will be changed.

Those who seek to move the old pillars are not affirming things; they do
not remember what they have received and heard. Those who seek to
introduce theories that move the pillars of our faith regarding the
sanctuary, the personality of Christ or of God, are working like blind men.
They seek to introduce uncertainty and leave God's people unanchored,
adrift. Manuscript Release N 760, pp. 9, 10 (Recibiris Poder, p. 237).

b) The doctrine concerning the sanctuary and the atonement will be
changed.

The foundation of our faith, which had been laid with so much prayer,
with such fervent searching of the Scriptures, was being demolished
pillar after pillar. Our faith was to be left without a foundation on which to
stand; the sanctuary removed, the atonement removed.... (Lift up thine
eyes, p. 150).



Those who seek to move the old pillars are not affirming things; they do
not remember what they have received and heard. Those who seek to
introduce theories that move the pillars of our faith regarding the
sanctuary, the personality of Christ or of God, are working as blind men.
They seek to introduce uncertainty and leave God's people unanchored,
adrift. Manuscript Release N 760, pp. 9, 10 (Recibiris Poder, p. 237).

The foundation of our faith, which was laid with so much prayer, with
such fervent searching of the Scriptures, was being demolished pillar
after pillar.

c) The doctrine concerning the Godhead would be changed.

Those who seek to move the ancient pillars are not affirming things; they
do not remember what they have received and heard. Those who seek
to introduce theories that move the pillars of our faith regarding the
sanctuary, the personality of Christ or of God, are working like blind men.
They seek to introduce uncertainty and leave God's people unanchored,
adrift. Manuscript Release N 760, pp. 9, 10 (Receive Power, p. 237).

Before the final events of the work of the apostasy occur, there will be
great confusion concerning the faith. There will be no clear and definite
concepts concerning the mystery of the Godhead. One truth after
another will be corrupted.

After the truth has been proclaimed by testimony to all nations, every
conceivable means of evil will begin to operate, and minds will be
confused by many voices crying, "Behold the Christ! Behold Him there!
This is the truth! I have God's message; he has sent me with great light.
Then the landmarks will be removed and attempts will be made to tear
down the pillars of our faith. A more determined effort will be made to
replace the day he blessed and sanctified. The observance of this false
Sabbath will be enforced by an oppressive law.

In the future deceptions of all kinds will arise, and we will need solid
ground for our feet. We need solid pillars for the building. Not a pin is to
be removed from what the Lord has established. The enemy will
introduce false theories, such as the doctrine that there is no sanctuary.
This is one of the points at which some will depart from the faith. (God
takes care of us, p. 357)



There will be, even among us, mercenaries and wolves in sheep's
clothing who will persuade [some of] God's flock to present sacrifices to
other gods before the Lord....

Young men who are not established, rooted and grounded in the truth,
will be corrupted and carried away by the blind leading the blind; and the
impos, the doubting and perishing despisers, who despise the
sovereignty of the Ancient of Days and place on the throne a false god, a
being of their own definition, a being altogether like themselves, will be
agents in the hands of Satan to corrupt the faith of the unwary. (Selected
Messages, vol. 3, p. 454).

The IASD will be involved in the general ruin of this apostasy and
doctrinal change.

Satan expects to involve God's remnant people in the general ruin that is
about to befall the earth. As the coming of Christ draws nearer, they will
become more resolute and determined in their efforts to overcome him.
Men and women will arise, professing to have some new light or some
new revelation that will tend to shake faith in the old landmarks. Their
doctrines will not stand the test of the Word of God, but there will be
souls who will be deceived (Gems of the Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 107).

What then must the remnant do at this time?

As a people, we are to stand firm on the platform of eternal truth that has
withstood trial and test. We are to hold fast to the sure pillars of our faith.
The principles of truth revealed to us by God are our only true
foundation. They have made us what we are. Time has not diminished
their value. The enemy is constantly striving to take those truths out of
their framework and put spurious theories in their place. To introduce
whatever he can to carry out his deceitful designs. But the Lord will bring
forth men of keen perception who will give these truths their proper place
in the plan of God. (Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 235)

We are the people who keep the commandments of God. During the last
fifty years all manner of heresies have been presented to dominate us, to
cloud our minds about the teaching of the Word: especially about the
ministration of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary and the message from
heaven for these last days, as given by the angels of Revelation chapter
14. Messages of every kind have been presented to Seventh-day
Adventists to take the place of the truth which, point by point, has been
discovered by prayerful study, and testified to by the miracle-working



power of the Lord. But the landmarks which have made us what we are,
are to be preserved and will be preserved, as God has manifested
through His Word and the testimony of His Spirit. he urges us to hold
fast, with the vigor of faith, to the fundamental principles which are based
upon unquestioned authority (Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 243).

The great apostasy, which develops and increases in an ever-increasing
manner. . . will continue until the Lord descends from heaven with
acclamation. We must hold fast to the original tenets of our
denominational faith and move forward with increasing strength and
faith. We must treasure the faith sustained by the Holy Spirit of God from
the earliest events of our experience to the present time. We need now a
faith that encourages, that is deeper, more faith (Lift up your eyes, p.
350).

In the future deceptions of all kinds will arise, and we will need solid
ground for our feet. We need solid pillars for the building. Not a pin is to
be removed from what the Lord has established. The enemy will
introduce false theories, such as the doctrine that there is no sanctuary.
This is one of the points at which some will depart from the faith. (God
takes care of us, p. 357)

I long daily to be able to fulfill a double duty. I have been praying the
Lord to give me strength and wisdom to reproduce the writings of the
witnesses who were confirmed in the faith in the early days of the
message. After the time had passed in 1844, they received the light and
walked in the light; and when men came forward who claimed to have
new light, with their wonderful messages concerning various points of
Scripture) we, by the operation of the Holy Spirit, had accurate and
proper testimonies, which nullified the influence of such messages, as
Pastor G. was engaged in presenting. This poor man has been working
decidedly against the truth which the Holy Spirit has confirmed.

When the power of God testifies as to what is true, that truth must stand
forever. There is to be no room for any further supposition contrary to the
light which God has given. Men will arise with interpretations of the
Scriptures which are true for them, but which are not true. The truth for
this time has been given to us by God as a foundation for our faith. He
himself has taught us what is true. There will arise one, and then
another, with new light that contradicts the light that God has given
through the demonstration of His Holy Spirit. There are still alive a few
who have gone through the experience gained in the establishment of
this truth. God has graciously preserved their lives that they may repeat



and repeat to the end of their days the experience through which they
passed, even as the apostle John did to the end of his life. And the
standard-bearers who have passed away are to speak through the
reprinting of their writings. I have been instructed that so shall all their
voices be heard. They are to bear witness to what constitutes the truth
for this time. We are not to receive the words of those who come with a
message that contradicts the special points of our faith. They gather a
pile of verses and heap them up as a proof around the theories they
assert. This has been done time after time for the last fifty years. And
while the Scriptures are the Word of God and are to be respected, it is a
great mistake to apply them, if such application moves a strut from the
foundation which God has sustained during these fifty years. He who
makes such an application does not know the marvelous demonstration
of the Holy Spirit that gave power and strength to the past messages that
have come to God's people.

Pastor G's tests are not trustworthy. If received, they would destroy the
faith of God's people in the truth that has made us what we are.

We must be resolute in this matter, for the points he is trying to prove
from the Scriptures are not correct. They do not prove that the past
experience of God's people was a deception. We had the truth; we were
led by the angels of God. Under the direction of the Holy Spirit the
presentation of the sanctuary issue was given. Those who did not
participate in the guidelines of our faith will be eloquent in keeping silent.
God never contradicts Himself. Biblical proofs are misapplied if they are
forced to testify to what is not true. Another and another will arise and
present what they claim to be great light and expound their statements.
But we hold true to the ancient landmarks. 1 John 1: 1- 10 is quoted.

I am instructed to say that we may use these words as appropriate to this
time, for the time has come when sin must be given its proper name. We
are hindered in our work by unconverted men, who seek their own glory.
It pleases them to be thought of as originators of new theories which they
present pretending to be true. But if these theories are received, they will
lead to the denial of the truth which for the past fifty years God has given
to His people, corroborated by the demonstration of the Holy Spirit
(Letter 329, 1905). (Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 188-190).

How should we react to these doctrinal principles?

God has given to His church men of experience, who have fasted, wept



and prayed, even all night, that the Lord would open the Scriptures to
their understanding. In humility, these men have given to the world the
benefit of their mature experience. Is this light from heaven or from men?
Is it of any value, or none? -1875, Testimonies, vol. 3, pgs. 450, 451
(Jewels of the Testimonies, p. 397).

"God never contradicts Himself . . ." declared Ellen White. "But we hold
fast to the old landmarks . . the truth which for the past fifty years God
has been giving to His people, sustaining it by the demonstration of the
Holy Spirit. Letter 329, 1905 (Notebook Leaflets from the Elmshaven
Library, Vol. 2, pp. 157, 158, emphasis added).

Comparative Original Adventist Beliefs (1872) with Modern Beliefs
(1980).

COMPARISON:
ORIGINAL ADVENTIST BELIEFS (1872)
MODERN ADVENTIST BELIEFS (1980)

(1872)
1) There is ONLY ONE GOD-the Spirit His representative.

(1980)
2) The TRINITY. (DOCTRINE CHANGED, CATHOLIC TITLE,

CONTENT CORRECT).

(1872)
2) The Lord Jess, son of the Father took a SINFUL HUMAN nature

lived our example, and his sins will be blotted out and removed from the
sanctuary.
(1980)

4) GOD THE ETERNAL SON became incarnate in Jesus Christ
Although he is truly and eternally God, he became truly man....
(DOCTRINE CHANGED)

(1872)
3) That the Holy Scriptures were given by inspiration are THE

ONLY INFALLIBLE RULE of faith and practice.
(1980)

1) The Holy Scriptures transmitted by inspiration are the infallible
revelation of the divine will. They are the norm (DOCTRINE CHANGED



THE SINGLE WORD IS ELIMINATED)

(1872)
4) Baptism

(1980)
15. Baptism (UNCHANGED)

(1872)
5) The New Birth: moral change (conversion and sanctification) and

physical change (clothing of incorruption).
(1980)

10. THE SALVATION EXPERIENCE: Only mentions the moral
change that occurs. (CHANGED DOCTRINE ADDS ASSURANCE OF
SALVATION).

(1872)
6) That prophecy is for all, is not in mystery and must be

understood by the people. (DELETED THERE IS NO STATEMENT TO
THIS EFFECT).

(1872)
7) That the history of the world is in prophetic chronology.

(DELETED THERE IS NO STATEMENT TO THIS EFFECT)

(1872)
8) That the doctrine of the conversion of the world and a temporal

millennium is a fable (DELETED NO STATEMENT REGARDING IT)

(1872)
9) That the one of 1844 was in what was expected and not in the

prophetic chronology. (DELETED THERE IS NO STATEMENT TO THAT
EFFECT)

(1872)
10) That the heavenly sanctuary is the sanctuary of the new

covenant and Christ entered the L.S.S. in 1844 to make atonement for
His church (take away sins).



(1980)
24. CHANGED DOCTRINE - It does not mention atonement or

taking away sins, it is only a judgment that vindicates God and saves the
believer. NOTHING MS.

(1872)
11) The Law of God is in force and is a moral requirement for all.

They are in the L.S.S. of the heavenly sanctuary in the Ark of the
Covenant.
(1980)

19. CHANGED DOCTRINE - It recognizes the validity and
obligatory nature of the law of God. Decontextualizes the law of God
from the heavenly sanctuary.

(1872)
12) The validity of the Sabbath. And denounces the false Sabbath

called Sunday.
(1980)

20. Recognizes the validity of the Sabbath. Does not denounce
Sunday as a false Sabbath. (DOCTRINE CHANGED).

(1872)
13) Denounces the Man of Sin and Antichrist as the Papacy, as the

one that changes the times and the law and the prophecy that warns of
the reformation. (DOCTRINE ELIMINATED)

(1872)
14) Conversion as the work of the Spirit. + 15) We are all sinners.

Justification by faith.
(1980)

7. The Nature of man. In general presents the same ideas as
above.

(1872)
16) The Spiritual Gifts. Gift of prophecy.

(1980)
17) The spiritual gifts and ministries (almost the same ideas).

ADDED DOCTRINE 18) The Gift of Prophecy EGW



(1872)
17) The Message of the three angels and the 2nd Coming.

(1980)
DOCTRINE ELIMINATED. 12) The Church was added

(1872)
18) That the third message is judgment and purification.

(1980)
13. The Remnant. Something similar.

(1872)
19) That the grave is a place without science or work. + 20) That

the state of the dead is unconsciousness.
(1980)

26) Death and Resurrection: Relatively the same doctrine.

(1872)
21) The two bodily resurrections. + 22) The Transformation of the

resurrected righteous.
(1980)

25) The Second Coming of Christ: 2015 changed from IMMINENT
to NEAR.

(1872)
23) The True Doctrine of the Millennium. + 24) Hell at the end of

the Thousand Years destruction.
(1980)

27) The Millennium and the End of Sin: somewhat similar. It does
not say that the saints will judge the world and the devil. (CHANGED.)

(1872)

25) New Heavens and New Earth at the end of the Thousand.
(1980)

28. The New Earth: much the same.



(1872)
26) That Christians are a peculiar people and different from the

world and its ways. + 27) Simplicity and modesty in Christian dress.
(1980)

22. Christian Behavior: very similar to the original ones. Includes
temperance.

(1872)
28) Gospel support is tithes and offerings.

(1980)
21. The Steward: very similar to the original.


